An Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) is a document that provides an assessment of
the energy efficiency of a property. It includes a rating from A (most efficient) to G (least
efficient) and offers recommendations for improving energy efficiency. EPCs are mandatory
for properties being sold, rented, or constructed in many countries, including the UK. Here’s a
detailed breakdown of what it is and why it's required:

What is an EPC?
Energy Efficiency Rating: The certificate includes an overall energy efficiency rating, which
indicates the estimated running costs for heating, lighting, and hot water.

Environmental Impact Rating: This shows the property's carbon dioxide emissions.

Recommendations: It suggests specific improvements, such as upgrading insulation,
installing energy-efficient lighting, or replacing old boilers.

Validity: An EPC is valid for 10 years.

Contents:

Estimated costs of running the property.

Potential savings if recommended changes are made.
Information on renewable energy options.

Why is it Required?

Legal Requirement:

EPCs are required by law when a property is marketed for sale or rent.
They are also mandatory for newly built properties.

Energy Efficiency Standards:

Governments use EPCs to encourage energy-efficient buildings and reduce carbon
emissions.

In the UK, rental properties must meet a minimum EPC rating of E (unless exempt) under
the Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES).

Transparency for Buyers and Renters:

EPCs help potential buyers or tenants understand the energy efficiency of a property and its
likely running costs.

Climate Goals:

Encourages property owners to make energy-saving improvements, contributing to national
and global efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Financial Incentives:
Energy-efficient properties often benefit from lower energy bills and may be eligible for green
grants or funding schemes.



